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Greening York University
The York University community benefits from the natural beauty and 
distinctiveness of the Keele Campus resulting from its adjacency to 
the Black Creek Valley and woodlots that define the edges of 
the Academic Core. The Master Plan will enhance this character as the 
Academic Core becomes both denser and greener. 

The Master Plan incorporates these existing landscapes and adds strategies 
for enhancing natural areas, cultural heritage landscapes, open 
spaces, the Arboretum, streetscape, gateways, accommodating 
athletic facilities, stormwater management facilities and 
public art. These features are woven together into a connected web of 
diverse green spaces that confirms a strong green identity for the 
entire campus and provides places for the University community to 
socialize, learn and perform. An enhanced campus-wide tree canopy 
and a stormwater management plan further establish the University’s 
commitment to creating healthy, beautiful, and functional 
landscapes. Desirable views and vantage points are preserved and 
strengthened by landscape treatments integrated with new and existing 
built-form. 

The realigned and enhanced Ring Road, to be  ‘The Greenway’, will 
serve  the campus as a unifying travel route and connector that extends 
welcoming “green fingers” outwards at the Gateways and delineates the 
Academic Core within a larger emerging context of mixed-use urban 
neighbourhoods. 

The Harry W. Arthurs Common and the Lorna R. Marsden 
Honour Court and Welcome Centre continue to be the green heart of 
the campus. Landscape enhancement in these areas will provide a more 
definitive sense of place and help foster a communal, social atmosphere.

The green spaces create ample opportunities to expand the University’s 
public art collection. New public art pieces will celebrate these generous 
settings and contribute to the creation of iconic spaces around the Keele 
Campus.
 
Both formal and informal athletic facilities and fields are located 
throughout the campus. The Athletic Precinct, in the northwest quadrant, 
works in tandem with the Arboretum to form a continuous band of green 
as a transition from the Academic Core to the Black Creek Valley.

The strategies established within the Greening Lens create welcoming and 
attractive spaces for students, faculty, and staff to enjoy. They encourage 
the campus community to interact with their environments and create a 
positive relationship between the built and open spaces of the University. 
These strategies are supportive of the University’s sustainability agenda. 

As the campus grows and changes, it is essential that the design and 
treatment of the open space network keep pace with the evolution of the 
Academic Core.  With increasing demands on the University’s budget for 
capital improvements, new funding models will be required to realize the 
improvements described in this Lens. 

Courtyard at Schulich School of Business

Pond Road Residence Green

 Health, Nursing & Environmental Studies Native Plant Garden

Existing Green Spaces
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What Was Heard 2011-2012
The Master Planning process was based around a comprehensive public 
consultation and engagement strategy. These efforts were made in 
an attempt to better understand the needs and desires of the campus 
community, and to identify possible challenges and opportunities as the 
University continues to grow.

Focus Groups and Presentations
During the Fall of 2011 and 2012,  students, faculty and staff were 
engaged  in-person, over the phone and online. Throughout October 2011, 
the master planning team held nine  focus groups for faculty and staff. 
In addition to these sessions, the team also made special presentations 
on the Master Plan to that were requested by several departments and 
groups.

Roving Information Booth
The team also organized an Information Booth that roved the campus 
with information on the Master Plan and further engaged students in 
the process. The Booth was situated in nine different locations across the 
campus and was staffed by York University students.

Social Media
The master plan  team also managed ongoing social media initiatives, 
to allow the campus community to participate remotely through a blog, 
Twitter feed, Facebook page, and a dedicated project website and email 
address.

We need more casual 
recreation spaces

We need better grounds 
maintenance

Use native plants 

Existing courtyards 
should be maintained

Permeable paving 
across campus 

More trees to shelter 
from the winter winds  
 

Maintain the Pond 
and Woodlots

A more naturalized 
aesthetic is more ‘us’ 

Protect the wildlife 
on campus 

Make The Common 
a truly multiuse, 
pedestrian space  

The Common should be a 
destination rather than a 
place to pass through
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This chapter  is organized by Principles and Strategies. The Principles noted below and 
detailed on the following page will guide decision-making in relation to greening the 
Keele Campus. They are directly applied to the Keele Campus through 10 Strategies. 
Each Strategy generates Key Directions and Implementation Priorities to further assist 
the University in determining the next steps as the Keele Campus continues to grow. 

Greening Lens

A Beautiful Landscape1
Places of Value2
A Connected Open 
Space System3

A Variety of Open Spaces4

Principles
Enhance the Natural Heritage 
System1

Strategies

Enhance  the Arboretum2
Enhance  Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes3

Integrate Stormwater 
Management with the 
University’s Open Spaces

10

Enhance University Open 
Spaces4
Enhance The Streetscape5
Create Beautiful Gateways6
Accommodate Athletic 
Facilities7
Provide Public Art8
Reinforce the University’s 
Sustainability Plan9

Key Directions8 Priorities2

Key Directions2 Priority1
Key Directions3 Priorities2
Key Directions4 Priority1
Key Directions4 Priority1
Key Directions2 Priorities2
Key Directions6 Priorities2
Key Directions4 Priorities2
Key Direction1 None Identified

Key Directions2 None Identified

Key Directions Priorities

Key Views 5
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A Beautiful Landscape
York University is fortunate to have existing natural 
assets both within and adjacent to the Academic Core. 
These spaces contribute to the identity of the Keele Campus and 
provide students, faculty and staff with valuable resources. The 
Master Plan elevates these green spaces by making concerted 
efforts to create and maintain a coherent and integrated landscape. 
Connecting green spaces within the Academic Core, and to 
surrounding neighbourhoods and the natural heritage system, will 
enrich the existing landscape and ensure that as the campus grows 
denser it also becomes greener.

Places of Value
The University already possesses a number of iconic 
places of great value to the campus community. These 
include The Common, a series of courtyards, the Arboretum 
and Stong Pond, among others. These, along with the existing 
Ring Road and individual streetscapes, present potential for 
strategic enhancement and redevelopment that will increase their 
prominence within the overall campus landscape. The Master Plan 
reinforces the unique and beneficial characteristics of these existing 
settings, improves their functionality, and identifies opportunities 
for new places that expand the public realm and are in keeping 
with a complementary campus-wide design approach.

A Connected Open Space System
The Master Plan identifies  missing links between 
open spaces and green areas, and connects them 
via enhanced streetscapes, improved tree canopies, 
developing additional green spaces and integrating 
the natural heritage system into the design of adjacent 
new development. Efforts to connect the open space system 
are inherently tied to strategies  for improving the  pedestrian 
circulation network within the Academic Core and to surrounding 
neighbourhoods and transit hubs. An awareness of logical 
movement patterns to, from and within the campus allows 
the University to create beautiful, safe, accessible, ecologically 
functional and green travel routes.

Principles for the Greening Lens

Dartmouth College, New HampshireThe Common and Honour Court, York UniversityUniversity of Washington, Seattle

The following principles have been established as the basis for the Master Plan direction in developing and enhancing a safe, 
sustainable, beautiful and enjoyable campus for students, faculty, staff and visitors.

1 2 3
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A Variety of Open Spaces
The Keele Campus should accommodate the full range of 
activities that make up campus life, from informal social 
gatherings and formal academic ceremonies, to active 
and informal recreation and sports events. The Master Plan 
promotes a rich variety of hard and soft public spaces of different 
sizes and configurations. These spaces are flexible and will continue 
to evolve with the University to meet the changing needs of the 
campus community.

Key Views 
Many places on the Keele Campus are fortunate to 
have desirable views to open spaces, natural areas and 
iconic buildings. These views and vantage points are identified 
as priorities within the York University Secondary Plan and are 
protected in the Master Plan, while new views will be created and 
enhanced.  The views of the campus to approaching pedestrians, 
vehicles and cyclists are a top priority. The newly planned and 
designed Gateways protect these views and ensure that they reflect 
the character of the University, welcome visitors to the campus 
and create a positive first impression. New building activity and 
landscape improvements will acknowledge and reinforce identified 
views and vantage points.

The Strategies for the Greening Lens

Schulich School of Business Courtyard, York University

Enhance the Natural Heritage System

Enhance the Arboretum

Enhance Cultural Heritage Landscapes

Enhance University Open Spaces

Enhance The Streetscape

Create Beautiful Gateways

Accommodate Athletic Facilities

Provide Public Art

Reinforce the University’s Sustainability Plan

Integrate Stormwater Management with the 
University’s Open Spaces

Vari Hall, York University4 5

G1

G2
G3
G4
G5
G6
G7
G8
G9

G10

The Key Directions are for consideration by the University through 
the implementation period of the Master Plan. Final decisions with 
respect to implementation of the Key Directions are at the sole 
discretion of the University. 

10 Strategies translate the Principles into projects that can be 
implemented to improve the Keele Campus. The Strategies provide 
overarching goals for specific initiatives, which are detailed in the 
resulting Key Directions and Implementation Priorities.
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•	 Boyer Woodlot, both sides of Ian MacDonald Boulevard at 
Ottawa Road; and, 

•	 Osgoode Woodlot, located on the north side of The Pond Road, 
west of Sentinel Road.  

A fifth woodlot, Saywell Woods, located west of The Pond Road 
along Hoover Creek is recognized as an extension of the Black Creek 
valley.  

These remnant woodlots predate development of the campus in 
the early 1960s as evidenced by historical air photos and the age 
of the trees present.  These woodlots provide habitat for plants and 
wildlife, provide opportunities for scientific research and passive 
recreation, maintain the hydrological regime and offer visual 
appeal.  However, the woodlots are under stress from intensive use, 
interruptions to the hydrological regime and take over by exotic 
and invasive species. 

Management Plans (each dated 2013 and issued under separate 
cover) have been prepared for Boynton, Danby, Osgoode and Boyer 
woodlots to identify measures required to maintain, enhance and 
restore the ecological integrity of each area. To ensure the health 
and vitality of these areas, the University should support and 
encourage environmental stewardship programs and projects 
that engage students, faculty and staff in the protection and 
enhancement of the woodlots.  Prior to the implementation of 
the Management Plans, detailed work plans will be submitted to 
the City of Toronto for review and approval.  The maintenance of 
the woodlots will be considered within the context of all of the 
initiatives on the University grounds.  

The ecologically and historically rich Black Creek Valley is 
considered one of the most significant natural landscape features 
on and adjacent to the campus.  It has a variety of natural habitats  
including wildflower meadows, the Hoover and Black Creeks, 
wooded areas, successional fields, hedgerows, and homestead 
plantings.  A portion of Hoover Creek, a tributary of Black Creek 
originating on campus, is being restored using natural channel 
design.  A stormwater management pond was constructed 

to improve the water quality and reduce downstream erosion 
along Hoover Creek.  York University recognizes its opportunity 
to preserve and enhance the valley, demonstrating a level of 
commitment and responsibility towards enhancing air and water 
quality, as well as enhancing cultural heritage associated with the 
valley.  

The City of Toronto requires Natural Heritage Impact Studies 
for development or redevelopment (including stormwater 
management facilities) adjacent to natural areas or priority 
restoration areas. 

Greenway
Greenways have been identified to link the four core woodlots, 
open spaces and the Black Creek/Hoover Creek valleylands.  
Greenways are mobility corridors that connect open spaces and 
natural heritage features, historic sites, cultural landscape features. 
As required by the Secondary Plan, key streets have been identified 
by special streetscape treatments to enhance their function as 
green connecting links (see Strategy G5).

In areas that have been previously developed, hedgerows, 
canopy trees and green roof/wall linkages should be considered 
where feasible.  Grasses, shrubs and trees will be planted along 
streetscapes, sidewalks and in common areas to create green 
linkages through developed areas that can ultimately connect core 
natural areas and valleylands located on- and off-campus.

Mature Tree Canopy
The City of Toronto has identified the need to protect and expand 
the City’s urban forest with the goal of increasing the tree canopy 
coverage to between 30% and 40% - the recommended threshold 
to sustain a healthy urban forest.  It is estimated that existing tree 
cover in the City is approximately 17.5%.  To meet this tree canopy 
target in Toronto, the City and property owners are required to 
protect and replace existing trees, as well as increase new tree 
planting.
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Academic Core in the context of the area’s significant valley systems

Strategy G1

 York University conducted an analysis of the value of the Keele 
Campus urban forest using the Urban Forest Effect model (UFORE) 
(USDA) to quantify ecosystem services.  Through this 2009 
investigation, it was determined that tree cover was 24.8% in the 
park/open space areas, 14.7% in building areas, and 16.2% in the 
campus as a whole.  Based on this information, York University 
should adopt the target established by the City and undertake 
future analysis to measure progress towards meeting the minimum 
30% target established by the City. An inventory of  trees  should 

be carried out to document the location, species, size and condition 
according to the City of Toronto Guidelines for the Completion of 
an Arborist Report (2011).  Trees that are considered unhealthy 
should be replaced with native trees suitable to site conditions.  
Over time, invasive species,  such as Norway maple, should be 
replaced with native trees to prevent the proliferation of non-native 
or invasive tree species on campus.  New trees should be planted 
along streetscapes and in common areas with consideration for 
establishing canopy corridors between natural heritage features, 
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Key Directions over the Implementation Period of the Master Plan

1. Implement the recommendations contained in the Boynton, Boyer, Danby and 
Osgoode Woodlot Management Plans following the preparation of detailed 
work plans reviewed and approved by the City of Toronto.

2. Monitor the health of the woodlots on a regular basis and employ adaptive 
management strategies.

3. Establish a naturalized buffer from the woody vegetation dripline to protect 
and enhance core woodlots as per the Woodlot Management Plans.

4. Reinforce the connecting link (50m wide wildlife corridor) between the Danby 
and Boynton woodlots with planting of native, non-invasive species based on 
a planting plan, details and specifications to be prepared and reviewed prior to 
implementation.

5. Realign the drainage swale located between the Danby and Boynton woodlots 
along the new connecting link (50m wide wildlife corridor) as determined 
through the preparation of a planting plan prior to implementation.

6. Erect signage along York Boulevard to notify motorists of potential wildlife 
crossings.

7. Establish a minimum 10m naturalized buffer from the stable top of bank or 
contiguous woody vegetation to protect and enhance the Black Creek Valley 
corridor.

8. Complete an inventory of mature trees to confirm location, species, size and 
condition and to determine a replacement program of unhealthy trees.

G1 Implementation Priorities

1. Implement the recommendations contained in the Boynton, Boyer, Danby 
and Osgoode Woodlot Management Plans with a focus on implementing the 
naturalized buffers .

2. Monitor the health of the woodlots on a regular basis and employ adaptive 
management strategies.

providing shelter and food for wildlife and enhancing the aesthetic appeal of the 
campus.  The University should take a active role in dealing with tree species that are 
subject to deterioration from Emerald Ash Borer and Dutch Elm Disease, by replacing 
these trees, when damaged, with more tolerant species.

Priority Restoration Areas
Three locations on campus have been identified as priority restoration areas: the 
connecting link between the Danby and Boynton woodlots, the connecting link 
between the Boynton Woodlot and the Finch Hydro Corridor and the tablelands located 
adjacent to the Black Creek/Hoover Creek valleylands in the vicinity of Hoover House.  
These areas typically comprise fragmented hedgerows, cultural meadows, cultural 
thickets and meadow marsh communities at present.

Wildlife Corridor to Connect Danby and Boynton Woodlots 
An interrupted hedgerow exists along the western edge of the grass field located at the 
Keele Street/York Boulevard intersection.  The existing hedgerow varies in width from 
10m to 30m and creates a weak connection between the Danby and Boynton woodlots.  
The York University Secondary Plan calls for an enhancement of this connecting link 
including naturalization and widening to a minimum 50m.  This connecting link will 
provide improved wildlife passage and plant exchange between the Boynton and Danby 
woodlots.  The drainage swale that runs between the Danby and Boynton woodlots 
could also be relocated within this enhanced connecting link once the two fields 
flanking York Boulevard are developed. The  Danby Woodlot Management Plan includes 
a description of the tree and shrub species and spacing for the 50m connecting link. 
Prior to implementation, a planting plan, details and specifications will be prepared and 
submitted to the City and Toronto Region Conservation Authority  for review.

Link to Connect  Boynton Woodlot to the Finch Hydro Corridor
Grass field and meadow marsh communities are located between the Boynton Woodlot 
and the Finch Hydro Corridor.  These vegetation communities will be integrated into a 
naturalized connecting link between the Boynton Woodlot and the Finch Hydro Corridor 
that will serve to connect this woodlot (and ultimately the Danby Woodlot) to a major 
east-west corridor. The plans for restoration of this area will be addressed in the South 
Keele Precinct Plan.

Danby Woods, York University. Transition to tree lined walkway along Chimneystack.

Danby Woods, York University. Under stress from exotic species and intensive use.

Black Creek/Hoover Creek Valley Corridor
The Black Creek Valley provides a major north-south corridor located along the west 
side of campus.  Hoover Creek connects the Black Creek Valley with Stong Pond and the 
Arboretum.  Several cultural meadow communities are located in the tablelands along 
the Black Creek/Hoover Creek Valley.  These vegetation communities should be protected 
and enhanced to strengthen and extend the Black Creek/Hoover Creek valley corridor. 

Other Priority Restoration Areas are the naturalized buffers to be established
to protect the core woodlots. A 10m naturalized buffer is to be established around the 
Boynton and Danby woodlots and the Black Creek valley corridor. A 6m naturalized 
buffer has been established for the Boyer woodlot. As set out in the Secondary Plan, 
development is not permitted in the wooded area or its buffer. Public works and utilities 
may be permitted if supported by an assessment that determines minimal impact and a 
net environmental gain. 
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Enhance the Arboretum
York University is fortunate to have a large green space as a western edge of the 
Academic Core. The Arboretum is the landscaped table lands and slopes of the Stong 
Pond, a vital component of York University’s stormwater management system. 
Combined, they are valued parts of the campus landscape and are often used for 
informal recreation by the campus community, as social gathering spaces and for 
educational purposes. This landscape must be protected and enhanced to ensure it is 
enjoyed by a broad range of users and to ensure the ecological integrity of the area is 
protected. As a place for students, faculty and staff to experience, enhanced trails and 
seating areas will create a  safe, enjoyable environment.  With enhanced landscape, 
the Arboretum will continue to provide appealing views from adjacent buildings. 
The Arboretum and Stong Pond are designated as Open Spaces in the York University 
Secondary Plan.

The Arboretum and Stong Pond provide the University with significant opportunities 
for landscape restoration and protection of habitat. A landscape restoration plan for The 
Arboretum was implemented in 2006 as part of the reconstruction of The Pond Road 
and Shoreham Drive. A management plan should be prepared for The Arboretum to 
monitor the success of the restoration plan and to augment planting where necessary. 
These initiatives will  ensure that habitats for terrestrial and aquatic wildlife are 
protected and the vegetation cover is healthy to contribute to the enhancement of the 
campus-wide system of open spaces through improved green linkages. 

Key Directions over the Implementation Period of the Master Plan

1. Update the restoration plan and prepare a Management Plan for The 
Arboretum.

2. Audit the condition of existing trails, seating, lighting and signage.

Specimen trees at Arnold Arboretum, Harvard University, MA provides a precedent for  planting 
special trees at the Arboretum.

G2 Implementation Priorities

1. Update the restoration plan and prepare a Management Plan for The Arboretum.

Aerial view of The Arboretum, York university

The Pond Road
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Strategy G2

The Arboretum and Stong Pond
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Enhance Cultural Heritage Landscapes
The City of Toronto and the University confirmed through the Secondary Plan that the 
attributes of the cultural heritage landscape of the Academic Core would be confirmed 
through the process to update the Master Plan. The York University Secondary Plan 
(2009) identifies the Central Campus Precinct,  including the three original gateways 
and the original Ring Road and the woodlots as Cultural Heritage Landscapes.

York University was developed based on a Master Plan by University Planners, Architects 
and Consulting Engineers (UPACE), in association with the visionary landscape architect 
Hideo Sasaki, which was approved in 1963. The first university students were welcomed 
at the Keele Campus at the start of the 1965 academic year. 

The original Master Plan  embraced the college model. It envisioned twelve colleges 
organized in clusters, one in each quadrant of the campus. Forming an integral 
architectural unit, each college was composed of an academic building with dining hall 
and residence to accommodate 1,000 students on average. The colleges were located 
inside the Ring Road that separated the playing fields and parking lots located in the 
outer ring of the campus. 

Sasaki influenced the design process through the integration of landscape with 
buildings and infrastructure, and by providing spatial balance between enclosure 
and openness. He promoted a consistent use of materials and was involved in the 
modulation of the site with mounds, berms, sunken courtyards and plantings.

The Master Plan map on the facing page locate the Cultural Heritage Landscapes. The 
landscapes are shown within the context of Listed Heritage Buildings that are described 
in Strategy I5. The focus of this Strategy is on the Cultural Heritage Landscapes.

The Central  Campus Precinct
The original 1963 Master Plan placed an emphasis on the vehicular movement around 
and through the campus. UPACE envisioned a balance between orderly transportation 
and a campus parking system for automobiles. Automobiles were to be kept to the edge 
of the campus with the core reserved as a pedestrian friendly environment. The Ring 
Road in the original master plan was employed as a basic organizing principle.

The central core area originally divided on an east-west axis contains the most 
intensively used academic facilities. University disciplines were subsequently arranged 
with sciences to the north and humanities, professional schools and fine arts to the 
south of this central axis.

 

       

 

Strategy G3

The following cultural heritage landscape attributes are character-defining elements of 
the Central Campus Precinct: 

•	 the	built	form	of	the	core	campus	comprising	the	original	layout	of	the	college	
clusters and academic facilities set within the Ring Road in a designed landscape 
represent an evolved landscape attribute;

•	 the	formal	ceremonial	entrance	drive	leading	into	the	campus	from	Keele	Street	
with a landscaped centre boulevard and tree lined roadway. This entrance drive has 
evolved, but maintains its original intent as a gateway to the core campus;

•	 the	Harold	W.	Arthurs	Commons		located	on	the	east-west	campus	axis	bounded	
by the Scott Library, the Ross Humanities and the Social Science Buildings;

•	 the	northeast	portion	of	the	core	maintains	many	of	the	designed	elements	that	
are not as visually apparent south of the main central east–west axis. The original 
rectangular buildings set in a grid are grouped to form enclosed linked pedestrian 
spaces extending from the central square to the academic facilities and colleges. 
The hierarchy of exterior spaces leads from informally landscape fields outside 
the Ring Road to a system of quadrangles with lawns and trees at the colleges, to 
paved courts of increasing formality towards the centre core;

•	 the	pedestrian	walks	linking	colleges	and	academic	facilities;
•	 the	Green	located	between	the	Atkinson	Building	and	Osgoode	Hall	provides	a	

valuable view into the central campus from the south; and
•	 the	pond	and	arboretum	are	defining	natural	landscape	elements	and	frame	views	

looking north and south to the back of campus.

The Infilling York University chapter includes Strategy I4 - Protect the Character of 
Heritage Buildings. The Academic Core has a collection of buildings that are considered 
highly representative of the Modernist era of architecture in Canada. Heritage Impact 
Assessments will be prepared to evaluate the impact of a proposed development or site 
alteration and to recommend an approach to the conservation of the heritage resources. 

The Ring Road and Gateways
The Ring Road, initially known as Fraser Drive, is a basic organizing element for 
vehicular movement. The Ring Road designed as a low speed, informal drive sets up a 
series of views, gateways, and landscape moments around the campus. The portion of 
the road to the south and southwest, renamed The Pond Road in 1995 and the  portion 
to the east, north and northwest subsequently named Ian Macdonald Boulevard, still 
exist. The original Master Plan illustrated that all of the entrance roads terminated in 
traffic circles and landscape ovals. Northwest Gate, Founders Road and York Boulevard 

 

       

 

York University Master Plan (1963)

Map 10-4 Heritage & Cultural Heritage Landscapes, York University Secondary Plan (2009)
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The original 1963 Master Plan was organized around a central open space – 
the	raised	platform	of	Central	Square	(aka	Ross	Podium)	between	the	Ross	
Building and the Scott Library.

Unfortunately,	the	success	of	Central	Square	as-built	paled	in	comparison	to	
the success of the University as a whole. The idea of a central open space was 
undermined	by	the	uncomfortable	microclimate	conditions	of	Central	Square	
throughout most of the academic year.

The 1988 Master Plan proposed a new, much more ambitiously scaled open 
space to become the heart of the campus. This new University Common was 
to be a central ‘Green’, one of five proposed major open spaces meant to 
provide structure and intelligibility to the campus, and to become focuses for 
groupings of new important buildings (most of which have now been built). 

The most notable of these, Vari Hall, provides an iconic landmark that anchors 
the west end of The Common. Along the building edges facing The Common, 
the 1988 Master Plan called for a continuous, covered and enclosed walkway 
or colonnade allowing for comfortable pedestrian circulation in all weather. 

The Harry W. Arthurs Common, as it is known today, was designed by 
Toronto landscape architects Janet Rosenberg Associates and was opened 
in 1992 (along with Vari Hall). It was named in honour of York University 
past President Harry W. Arthurs, who had presided over the planning and 
implementation of the 1988 Master Plan.

The Green

The Academic Core is defined by open spaces that mark the gateways to campus from 
each direction (see Strategy G6),  one of the distinguishing landscape characteristics of 
the original master plan for the campus. Both Northwest Gate and Founders Boulevard 
are marked with open space, York Boulevard terminates in The Harry W. Arthurs 
Common, Sentinel Road is terminated with The Green and Shoreham Drive is terminated 
by  the Arboretum (see Strategy G4). 

This Strategy addresses enhancements to all of the University’s open spaces. Primary 
spaces are The Harry W. Arthurs Common, as the central open space of the Academic 
Core, The Green, and the Honour Court all provide a campus wide focus. Existing 
courtyards and possible courtyards in association with new development provide an 
important focus for building specific uses. An audit of existing courtyards will provide 
an inventory of the condition of the landscape and amenities such as seating. The 
information will provide a base from which to determine the scope of improvements 
required. 

The Green
Identified in the 1988 Master Plan, The Green has always been an iconic part of 
the Keele Campus landscape. The Green also contributes to creating a gateway and 
important view from Sentinel Road to the campus, satisfying a requirement from the 
Secondary Plan to enhance the southern gateway.

The Green creates pedestrian access to the adjacent buildings and an enjoyable, safe, 
green space for the campus community to enjoy. The Green includes an extended multi-
purpose grassy area for casual recreation and social gatherings, a bioretention pond, 
shaded seating and accessible, treed walkways.

Lorna R Masden Honour Court + Welcome Court
The Honour Court will continue to highlight the award-winning architectural design 
of the Welcome Centre by enhancing the surrounding landscape with more trees and 
establishing walkways between the building and a new drop-off and pick-up area. 
On street parking would create a barrier between the road and sidewalk, increasing 
pedestrian safety and providing more parking for visitors. 

Possible New Courtyards/Greens
The Master Plan diagram illustrates possible new courtyards/greens with an asterisk. 
The ambition is to incorporate open space with each new building on campus 
(see Strategy I2). The open spaces will be a focus for meeting, socializing, quiet 
contemplation and informal recreation.

Key Directions over the Implementation Period of the Master Plan

1. Prepare a design of The Common to repurpose it as the pedestrian and open 
space heart of the campus.

2. Audit existing open spaces to inventory  the condition and health of trees 
and other landscape planting, the location of pedestrian paths, the condition 
of pedestrian amenities such as benches and waste receptacles, cycling 
connections, opportunities for informal recreation, lighting, safety elements 
such as phones,  and signage.  Use the audit to identify management/
improvements that may be required. 

3. Prepare landscape standards to guide improvements to direct selection of plant 
material, paving materials, furnishing and lighting.

4. Explore new funding models to enable construction of new open spaces  and 
restoration of existing spaces as part of construction projects.

The Harry W. Arthurs Common

G4 Implementation Priorities

1. Prepare a design of The Common to repurpose The Common as the pedestrian 
and open space heart of the campus.

Schulich Courtyard is an example of a multifunctional space.

Strategy G4
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The York University Subway Station will create an iconic gateway to the campus, 
complementing Vari Hall and the Honour Court. The Station design includes a “scoop” - a 
landform that enables a transition from The Common to the lower level of the Station 
and provides a critical role in storm water management and visual access into the 
station. The “scoop” will be designed as a jewel in the landscape contributing to defining 
the entrance to York University. While the “scoop” will not be physically accessible to the 
public, it will be visually appealing in all seasons and will provide an area for seating 
along the top of the landform. 

Ian MacDonald Boulevard could be transformed into a tabletop roadway to 
encourage vehicles to drive slowly through this pedestrian-focused area. Widened 
sidewalks, benches and street trees would help to create an appealing entrance area 
to the York University subway station. Mountable curbs incorporated into the tabletop 
design would permit emergency vehicles to quickly and easily access University 
buildings. This adaptable framework would also allow the University to close off traffic 
to accommodate celebrations, festivals and other large events. 

The road that surrounds The Common should become a pedestrian-focused 
place after the removal of buses. Although reserved for pedestrians the majority of the 
time,  wide walkways could be constructed of durable materials to ensure emergency 
vehicles, passenger drop off and deliveries can reach the buildings surrounding The 
Common.  The walkways could be flanked by a double row of trees on the inside edge 
and a single row on the other side adjacent to the building façades. 

The west end of The Common could be simplified by replacing the existing water 
feature and creating a level treed terrace with tables and chairs – an opportunity for a 
bustling social hub.

The large, open green of The Common could build on precedents from other 
successful university commons, including the University of Washington and University of 
Virginia. The green could be an informal recreation space of lawn and trees for small and 
large gatherings and a wide variety of social, academic and recreation uses. Walkways 
could diagonally traverse The Common to allow pedestrians to quickly and easily cross 
the campus and connect to other walking routes and buildings.

Flowering summer trees in the central green at the University of Washington illustrate the 
contribution of special planting to marking an important space such as The Common. 

Table top road design, in Washington D.C., is a precedent for Ian MacDonald Boulevard.

Harry W. Arthurs Common
The Harry W. Arthurs Common is the heart of the Keele Campus. Although its central 
location and vast, open space lends itself to serve as the social hub for the campus 
community, the appeal of its use is affected by the ever increasing numbers of buses 
within its transit loop, with up to 1,700 buses a day travelling around The Common in 
2012. With the opening of the York University Subway Station, the buses will no longer 
circle the space, enabling The Common to assume its role as the symbolic centre of the 
campus. The Master Plan seeks to further capitalize on the potential inherent to this 
space by transforming it back to an engaging place that foster social interaction. A treed, 
green, functional space in the core of the campus will support the cultural identity of 
York University.

There is an opportunity to re-imagine The Common & Honour Court within the context 
of the York University Subway Station. With the redesign of the east end of The Common, 
a new vision for the entire area will ensure it evolves into a true pedestrian heart of the 
campus – an idea which was central to the original 1963 Master Plan. 

The following is a framework that was explored as part of this Master Plan and could 
provide a starting point for the re-design of The Common. 

Aerial view of The Common, 2008.
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The Ring Road: Conceptual Cross-section of new road north of York Boulevard
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Conceptual Cross-section of boulevarded gateways

 Specimen trees mark the gateways to Infinite Campus,  WI

Understory Planting Approach
Understorey planting along the Gateway streets and the Ring Road should reference the 
savannah landscapes of the campus. They should highlight a variety of native grasses, 
including: Big and Little Bluestem, Prairie Dropseed, Indian Grass and Sideoats Grama. 
All grasses are intended to provide year round interest and to not exceed a height of 3’ , 
maintaining clear views under the canopy and above the groundcover.

The Ring Road
The street tree planting along the Ring Road should support the picturesque landscape 
quality of this unique street. To reinforce its function as a “greenway”, clusters of 
deciduous and evergreen trees will create distinctive natural elements along the road 
that reference the campus woodlots, the Arboretum and Black Creek Valley. The Ring 
Road species may include White Pine, Hemlock, Black Locust, Beech, Birch, and Oak. 

Coinciding with the realignment of the Ring Road, as outlined in the Pedestrian Lens, 
this multi-modal street will be enhanced through a strong, cohesive design approach 
that integrates many of the existing natural features along its trajectory.

The streetscape treatment of the Ring Road when it passes a woodlot may be modified 
to reflect the adjacent natural landscape feature, including tree and shrub species and 
spacing. 

Strategy G5
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University Streets: Conceptual Cross-section of shared street design for Ian MacDonald Blvd. north of The Common 

Example of a shared street, Calgary

University Streets 
Similar to the Gateways, University streets should be lined with large street trees that 
create a distinct character .  Trees on University streets should ultimately arch over the 
street to create a strong visual frame. Two to three species of trees with similar form 
and characteristics should be planted on University streets to minimize the impact of 
potential disease.  Street trees may include Red, Silver and Sugar Maple, Oak, Alder, 
Linden, London Plane Tree, and Elm.

Understory Planting Approach
Similarly to the Gateway streets and the Ring Road, understory planting along 
University Streets should tie into the Savannah landscape. However, these streets should 
predominantly highlight Indian Grass and Sideoats Grama.

A	Public	Realm	Plan	is	required	during	the	Environmental	
Assessment process to confirm City (public) streets. The design of 
the street as an important component of the public realm should 
form the foundation of its functional design. As such, priority for 
pedestrians and cyclists should be considered in the allocation of 
space in the right-of-way.

In meeting aspirations for Pedestrians First and Greening York 
University,	the	landscape	character	and	quality	of	the	street	will	
be of utmost importance. Space for pedestrians, cyclists and the 
landscape planting must be valued in light of the competing 
demands for space in the right-of-way and typical City standards. 
Special road design, such as for The Pond Road, has already been 
implemented on the campus. Special standards should continue 
to	be	set	for	the	unique	conditions	of	the	university	lands.

The Public Realm Plan will establish the location, dimension/
standard and materials for:

- sidewalk
- crosswalk(s)
- trees, shrubs and ground covers
- lighting
- furnishings and other amenities
- signage and wayfinding
- public art
- cycling 
- bike parking and other amenities

Public Realm Plan

Pedestrian Routes
Pedestrian routes should be planted with a variety of tree species that create spectacular 
displays of colour and texture at different times of the year. They should be designed 
to complement the context of a lingering social environment where their seasonal 
displays can be fully experienced and appreciated. Pedestrian routes should be, in 
effect, designed as garden walks. Tree species may include, non-fruit bearing Redbud, 
Serviceberry, Flowering Dogwood, Blue Bead, Musclewood and Tulip Tree. 

Understory Planting Approach
The understory plantings for Pedestrian Routes should focus more shade tolerant 
species, primarily different types of ferns including in the shadiest conditions Lady Fern 
and Lady Red Fern, and in the less shady conditions Ostrich Fern and Sensitive Fern. 
The edges of the planter beds should be lined with salt tolerant species such as Veitchii 
Virginia Creeper. 
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Key Directions over the Implementation Period of the Master Plan

1. Audit the landscape features along all streets in the Academic Core – noting 
the tree species, size, health and condition.

2. Prepare a Public Realm Plan with streetscape and landscape guidelines for the 
Ring Road to inform the functional plan for the road. 

3. Phase in new streetscape conditions as the Ring Road is implemented in 
association with new development in the Edge Precincts. 

4. As each new campus building is constructed, the design of its perimeter spaces 
will follow these guidelines to achieve a coherent and consistent streetscape.

G5 Implementation Priorities

1. Audit landscape features along all streets in the Academic Core.

Strategy G5
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Gateways give the first impressions of the University to visitors, students, faculty and 
staff. They are important connections between the City and the University, and provide 
travel routes for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles. With the gradual intensification of 
mixed-use development around the Academic Core, it will be important to identify and 
strengthen points of entry to the Academic Core. 

As such prominent features on the campus, gateways should exemplify the  character 
and identity of York University and should create a sense of place upon arrival to the 
campus.   To ensure the gateways meet these requirements, the Master Plan sets the 
framework for a unique, but complementary landscape treatment for each gateway that 
gives priority to the pedestrian. The public realm design will be of a high quality and will 
align with existing and new built form that will further frame the gateways. These areas 
will be further enhanced with the addition of public art.

The York University Secondary Plan identifies gateway sites and streets, significant views 
and view termini.  High-quality built form, landscapes, wayfinding and/or art will be 
provided at gateway sites and sites which terminate important views. Views were an 
important organizing element of the original campus master plan. 

Gateway streets will be defined by a unique streetscape and built form creating links 
to the city through campus entrances. The streetscape treatment of the gateway streets 
is outlined in Strategy G5 and built form direction is provided in Strategy I2.  Some of 
the gateways namely, Northwest Gate, Founders Road, Steeles/Keele Intersection  and 
The Chimneystack Road will also be addressed through precinct planning for the Edge 
Precincts.

The planting approach to the gateway streets should reference the savannah landscapes 
of the campus and include a variety of native grasses, including: Big and Little Bluestem, 
Prairie Dropseed, Indian Grass and Sideoats Grama. Grasses are intended to provide year 
round interest and to not exceed a height of 3’ , maintaining clear views under the tree 
canopy and above the groundcover.

The master plan diagram on the facing page locates the gateways to the Academic Core.

Create Beautiful Gateways
Primary Gateways
The York Boulevard Gateway is a primary entrance to the Keele Campus with 
a view of the Lorna R Marsden Welcome Centre, the new York University Subway 
Station, terminating at Vari Hall and the Ross Building.  The York Boulevard gateway 
will be largely defined through new infill development on both sides of the road and 
streetscape treatment, including the treed boulevard (see Strategy P5).  The Harry 
W. Arthurs Common, University’s most significant open space, is key to defining this 
gateway. Special attention will be required to protect and enhance the key connecting 
link, a naturalized north south corridor between the Boynton and Danby woodlots.

The Northwest Gateway is a primary entrance to the campus from Steeles Avenue 
and the Pioneer Village Subway Station. An open space as a forecourt to  the Tait 
McKenzie  Centre is an important component of this gateway.  The details of the built 
form and landscape character of this gateway will be defined through the precinct plan 
for the edge precinct. 

From North
The Founders Road Gateway provides access to the Academic Core from the north. 
The open space as the forecourt to McLaughlin College is an important feature of this 
gateway. The details of the built form and landscape character of this gateway will be 
defined through the precinct plan for the edge precinct. 

Murray Ross Parkway also provides access to the Academic Core from the north. 
Murray Ross Parkway ends at Shoreham Drive, with the Black Creek Valley beyond.  The 
gateway will be largely defined through new infill development on the east side of the 
road and streetscape treatment. 

From Underground
The Pioneer Village and York University Subway Gateways will bring students, 
staff and faculty to the heart of the campus.  These campus landmarks will serve as 
wayfinding and gathering hubs.

From the West
The Gateway at Shoreham Drive and Murray Ross Parkway is the University’s west 
entrance. It is currently defined by the Rexall Centre. The  Shoreham Drive gateway will 
be defined through the intensification of the parking lot on the north side either as new 
academic buildings or possibly athletic fields (see Strategy G7).

Specimen trees provide gateway to 
Kyoto University, Japan 

Arch over street defines gateway to 
University of Calgary, AB

Structure defines a gateway to 
McGill University , QC

Specimen trees, special paving, and a shared street create a gateway on King’s College Road, 
University of Toronto

Strategy G6

Special building design defines a gateway to 
the University of California, Irvine
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Master Plan

G6 Implementation Priorities

1. Prepare a Public Realm Plan  for York Boulevard.

2. Prepare a Public Realm Plan for Northwest Gate.

Key Directions over the Implementation Period of the Master Plan

1. The design of gateways should receive special consideration   of landscape (in 
particular the woodlots and their naturalized buffers), signage, and built form 
in the detailed planning and design of adjacent lands.

2. Prepare a Public Realm Plan to guide the streetscape design of gateway streets. 

The Academic Core is identified by its Gateways.

1. York Boulevard Gateway
2. Pioneer Village Subway & York 

University Subway Gateways
3. Shoreham Drive Gateway
4. Sentinel Road Gateway
5. The Pond Road Gateway
6. The Chimneystack Road
7. Murray Ross Parkway  
8. Northwest Gate
9. Founders Road
*Note that the items in grey are to be 
addressed in precinct planning for the 
edge precincts

1

2

3

2

6

9

4

8

5

From the South
The gateway at Sentinel Road is the University’s entrance from the south. The Green 
terminates the view from this  gateway  and when complete, will include an extended 
multi-purpose grassy area for casual recreation and social gatherings, shaded seating 
opportunities, and accessible, treed walkways (see Strategy G3). The Sentinel Road 
Gateway will also be defined by the new student housing on the southeast corner of 
The Pond Road and Sentinel Road. Buildings will be located to frame Sentinel Road 
with active uses at grade. Possible infill development in the parcel on the west side of 
Sentinel Road will further define this Gateway.

From the East
The gateway on The Pond Road defines the south edge of the Academic Core. It is 
defined by the Boynton Woodlot and will be shaped by development in the South Keele 
Precinct.  Special attention will be required to protect and enhance the woodlot edge 
and naturalized buffer/restoration area (see Strategy G1). The details of the built form 
and landscape character of this gateway will be defined through the precinct plan for 
the edge precinct. 

The gateway on Chimneystack Road is a second gateway to the Academic Core from 
the east.  Similar to The Pond Road gateway, this gateway is defined by a woodlot - 
Danby Woodlot. Special attention will be required to protect and enhance the woodlot 
edge and naturalized buffer/restoration area (see Strategy G1).Currently, the Computer 
Methods Building defines the north edge, however, this parcel could be redeveloped 
over time where new built form could be designed to reinforce the gateway.

Strategy G6
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1988 Athletic Precinct
The 1988 Master Plan established an Athletic Precinct, consisting of three existing 
facilities: the Ice Arena, Tait McKenzie Centre, and the Metro Toronto Track and Field 
Centre, with the possible addition of two other sites. Recommendations were made 
for expanding these facilities and creating new resources for athletic programming. 
The Master Plan called for the development of new playing fields north of the Tait 
McKenzie Centre, which would help to create a major athletics centre. The Master Plan 
also recommended the expansion of the Ice Arena, the redevelopment of the East Office 
Building into a new Physical Education building, and the removal of the West Office 
Building in favour of new playing fields (visible in the 1988 Master Plan). According 
to the Master Plan, proposed infill buildings on the west and southern edges of the 
Athletic Precinct would buffer the playing fields from the strong westerly winds. Across 
the Athletic Precinct plan, recommendations were made to strengthen links between 
athletic facilities and the Academic Core by creating walking and cycling routes. 
The proposed playing fields adjacent to the Black Creek Valley and labeled ‘c’ on the 
plan below were driven by the fact that the lands fronting Steeles Avenue West were 
identified for non-academic building development.

The Athletic Precinct also included tennis courts in the northeast quadrant of the 
campus. This was the original location of Tennis Canada events, and the courts are still 
used by the community. In 2005 the University leased land on the west side of campus 
on the site contemplated for playing fields to Tennis Canada, and the Rexall Centre 
has since been constructed. Since completion of the 1988 Master Plan, the northwest 
quadrant of the campus was generally considered the focus for sport and recreation 
facilities. 

1

1963 Master Plan
1  northwest quadrant athletics �elds
2  ice arena
3  sports stadium 
4  southwest quadrant athletic �elds

Evolution of Sport and Athletic Fields on Campus
The initial 1963 Master Plan for the Keele Campus envisioned 
the athletic �elds in the northwest corner of the campus. 
Adjacent to the Black Creek Valley, the athletic �elds were 
intended to compliment the Conservation Area and incorporate 
open green space into the campus. The sports stadium and 
arena were proposed at the north side of the campus, while 
additional sports �elds were planned for the southwest 
quadrant adjacent to the pond.  

Although on the periphery, the four major athletic hubs were 
designed to be within walking distance of the Academic Core. 
These facilities were also to be �anked by large parking lots to 
accommodate what was then a mainly single-vehicle commuter 
campus. 

Athletic Fields
York University Master Plan Update Backgrounder

What is the number of �elds needed to meet the University’s demand and where should they be located?
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Athletic Precinct and Centre of Excellence
With the opening of the Steeles West Subway Station, there 
will be growing demand to develop lands close to the Station, 
requiring the relocation of sports �elds on the south side of 
Steeles Avenue West. Upon completion of the Pan Am Stadium, 
York University will have unparalleled facilities for track and 
�eld. The new Stadium, with the Toronto Track and Field Centre, 
will enable the University to excel at event hosting for all 
premier, high pro�le track events. There is a need to consolidate 
athletic �elds in a new location and to reinforce an Athletic 
Precinct focused on Tait McKenzie in the northwest quadrant of 
the Keele campus. The con�rmation of the number and location 
of �elds must be done within the context of an understanding 
of the implications on future development of buildings in the 
Academic Core. It is important to meet the University’s ongoing 
needs for sport and recreation. However, using available sites 
for �elds as opposed to buildings could reduce the ultimate GFA 
that can be accommodated in the Academic Core or it could 
require redistribution of height and density to other sites. 

August 2012
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Steeles Avenue West. Upon completion of the Pan Am Stadium, 
York University will have unparalleled facilities for track and 
�eld. The new Stadium, with the Toronto Track and Field Centre, 
will enable the University to excel at event hosting for all 
premier, high pro�le track events. There is a need to consolidate 
athletic �elds in a new location and to reinforce an Athletic 
Precinct focused on Tait McKenzie in the northwest quadrant of 
the Keele campus. The con�rmation of the number and location 
of �elds must be done within the context of an understanding 
of the implications on future development of buildings in the 
Academic Core. It is important to meet the University’s ongoing 
needs for sport and recreation. However, using available sites 
for �elds as opposed to buildings could reduce the ultimate GFA 
that can be accommodated in the Academic Core or it could 
require redistribution of height and density to other sites. 
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1963 Athletic Fields
The initial 1963 Master Plan for the Keele Campus envisioned the athletic fields in the 
northwest corner of the campus. Adjacent to the Black Creek Valley, the athletic fields 
were intended to compliment the Conservation Area and incorporate open green space 
into the campus. The sports stadium and arena were proposed at the north side of 
the campus, while additional sports fields were planned for the southwest quadrant 
adjacent to the pond.  

Although on the periphery, the four major athletic hubs were designed to be within 
walking distance of the Academic Core. These facilities were also to be flanked by 
large parking lots to accommodate what was then a mainly single-vehicle commuter 
campus. 

Taking direction from the 1963 Master Plan, the major athletic field hub was 
constructed in the northwest corner. In the following years, the stadium was added in 
the north and additional sports fields were developed in the southeast quadrant. 

2009 York University Secondary Plan
The approved Secondary Plan for the Keele Campus identifies lands along Steeles 
Avenue and Keele Street as locations that should accommodate mixed-use development 
in support of the new subway stations. 

The four soccer and football fields located on the south side of Steeles Avenue West, 
adjacent to the new  Pioneer Village Subway Station, are prime development sites, as 
are the baseball diamonds south of The Pond Road in the southeast quadrant of the 
campus.

 

! ! ! ! ! ! !
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Model of Man, 1967, by Alexander Calder

Provide Public Art
There is a growing recognition of the importance of investment in public art in community 
building.  Public art can cultivate or reaffirm a sense of place, strengthen the campus 
community by establishing landmarks, reflecting institutional heritage and evoking 
aspects of the social, natural, cultural, or physical context of specific sites. Furthermore, 
public art can encourage social exchange between students, faculty, staff, and visitors.

York University has made great strides in developing a public art program over the last 
50 years, which includes many renowned pieces that have since become landmarks 
in the campus landscape. The Faculty of Fine Arts has played an important role in the 
development of the public art program, including in the inception and managing of the 
Art Gallery of York University (AGYU). The self-guided outdoor sculpture tour, published by 
the AGYU, is a key piece of the public art program. This document, along with the guided 
tours provided by AGYU staff, promotes public art on campus and educates students, staff 
and faculty on the history of the artworks and their artistic merit. 

The processes involved in a public art program are complex and challenging. They include 
long-term planning, establishing a funding framework, creating an administrative 
structure, identifying public art opportunities, initiating competitions and public art 
selection processes, implementing artwork and the ongoing management of artwork. 

York University in collaboration with the City of Toronto included policy regarding public 
art in the York University Secondary Plan (Section 3.3.1)
      “The University’s public art program will be encouraged to continue. Core Precinct Plans 

and/or the update to the University’s 1988 Master Plan will include public art strategies 
which will identify existing and potential sites for public art and ensure that public art is 
provided in a coordinated manner as the University intensifies.”

An enhanced public art program will enrich the public realm and demonstrate support 
for the arts and culture sector. A public art program will also become an important 
contributor to the vibrancy of campus life. 

Keep, 2000, by Liz Magor

Strategy G8

Definition of Public Art
Public art is visual art that exists in the public realm of the campus, either outdoors 
or indoors, and builds a visually rich environment.  It is accessible to the campus 
community and encourages interaction between students, staff and faculty. Public 
art expands knowledge and broadens understanding of the arts and cultural sector 
within the campus community. Public art can be permanent or temporary and in any 
media, including performances, digital screens, sound and events. This Master Plan 
focuses on outdoor public art.

There are three broad categories of public art: independent, integrated and site-
specific:
  Independent Sculpture or Discrete Element: The artwork has been 

created independently from the site, but may be acquired for a particular 
location, if the scale and context are appropriate. ‘Model of Man’, by 
Alexander Calder, is an example of an independent sculpture or discrete 
element. The model of the original 21m high sculpture unveiled at Expo 
’67 in Montreal was donated to York University in 1967 and now sits in 
front of the Joseph G. Green Studio Theatre.

    
  Integrated: The public artwork is directly situated within the physical 

architecture or structure of the site, or is conceptually positioned within 
the site’s context. Integrated artworks can be part of the design of open 
space, infrastructure projects, built form and façades, windows, surfaces, 
streetscape or landscape features, etc. An example of an integrated 
artwork is ‘Passage’, a permanent installation that was created by artist 
Susan Schelle specifically for the Chemistry and Computer Science 
Building in 1993. Large-scale books and images of the gingko leaf 
support one of the structural columns in the building’s lobby. 

  Site-Specific: An original public artwork that reflects or references 
elements, site context and scale, cultural or social histories of its particular 
location. An example of a site-specific artwork is ‘Untitled’ by Toronto artist 
Brian Groombridge, commissioned from the artist in 1991. The copper 
and steel panels contain images of figures juggling or playing musical 
instruments. The work is installed on the wall at the entrance to the Centre 
for Fine Arts.

A thriving public art program can: 
				•				Create	beautiful,	interesting	spaces	that	become	iconic	of	the	campus;
				•				Reflect	the	diversity	of	the	campus	community;
				•				Support	a	sense	of	institutional	pride;
				•				Continue	to	develop	a	positive	identity	for	the	University;
				•					Provide	educational	experiences	for	students,	faculty,	staff	and	members	of	the	

broader community; and,
				•				Contribute	to	the	unique	cultural	heritage	of	the	Keele	Campus.

Untitled, 1990, by Brian Groombridge
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Process for considering Public Art 
Public art should be considered through objective, transparent and professional 
selection and management processes. The following principles should inform 
decision-making at every stage of the funding, selection, acquisition, installation and 
management processes.

Inclusivity: The campus community should be provided with opportunities to 
engage in various stages of the public art planning and implementation processes. York 
University also promotes collaboration between artists and other design professionals, 
art agencies, the private sector and various levels of government. 

Accessibility: Given its ‘public’ nature, public artworks should be both visually and 
physically accessible. This will be enhanced by the strategic placement of artworks in 
locations that are frequented by a large number of people.

Transparency: Each stage of the public art process should remain fair, open and 
transparent.

Sustainability: Projects should be supported by sustainable funding and 
management programs so that public art continues to play an important role in the 
vision for the long-term growth and improvement of York University. The University 
should develop management plans to ensure works retain the original intentions of the 
artist and are not compromised by a lack of upkeep. 

 Diversity: Public art initiatives strive to build a sense of community, and as such 
should reflect the diverse interests of that community. The University should support 
public art initiatives from a broad range of artists and at various stages of their career 
development. Furthermore, public art should be balanced across the campus, and not 
restricted to any one location.

 Creativity: The public art program should be open to a broad definition of creative 
endeavors, not limiting artists by providing direction on form or materials and should 
foster innovation and design excellence.

 Quality: Public art procured by the University should be of the highest quality and will 
exemplify expert skill and craftsmanship. The University should maintain the integrity 
of artworks over time to reflect the value of public art to community and cultural 
development. 

Location Selection

The City of Toronto York University Secondary Plan (Section 3.1.2.6) encourages public 
art on “sites visible from public streets, intersections, public plazas, parkettes or other 
civic spaces.” The Master Plan diagram on the facing page identifies possible sites 
including:
				•				Campus	gateways;
				•				Courtyards	and	greens;
				•				Landmark	campus	buildings;
				•				Subway	stations;	and,
				•				Major	pedestrian	paths.

Courtyards and greens are important meeting places for the campus.  While the scale 
and function of these spaces is highly varied, collectively they provide important 
recreational opportunities, serve as gathering places for the campus community and 
offer space for formal and informal events. Public art can highlight natural areas and 
enhance formally maintained spaces. An example of a courtyard or green installation is 
‘Keep’, by artist Liz Magor, which resides in Central Square.

Iconic campus buildings represent the character, values and goals of the University and 
as such public art should be included in their design and framework to reiterate the 
University’s commitment to the arts. The Brian Groombridge work, ‘Untitled’, marks the 
entrance to the Centre for Fine Arts building.

Gateways, corridors, paths and transit stops are the main entryways into the campus.  
Public art in these locations can serve as welcoming landmarks that represent the 
University’s identity. Opportunities for public art should be monitored and identified on 
an ongoing basis. Jason Bruges Studio has been awarded the public art contract for the 
York University Subway Station. The proposed artwork has been approved by the York 
University Art Design Review Committee and will consist of a series of glass panels and 
LCD lights which will vary in tone to depict large-scale images. 

Collections Management
A key component to a successful public art program is ensuring the proper ongoing 
management of the collection.  With the responsibility of acquiring public art, comes 
the need to oversee the care and documentation of the collection. Public art that is 
well cared for demonstrates the ongoing commitment of the University to its public art 
program. Systematic care for artworks, as well as the broader collection, ensures that 
the original intent of the art is preserved and its value retained. 

The funding for maintaining and conserving the collection should be included in project 
costs, and held in anticipation of future costs for preservation, possible need for repairs 
as a result of vandalism and/or site context changes. It is prudent to anticipate issues 
that require a portion of project funds per commission to be dedicated to a maintenance 
reserve (10% is the recommended threshold). 

Funding
A percent-for-public art policy could be a revenue source for public art for the Keele 
Campus. This is a common policy in Canadian municipalities where the dedication of a 
minimum of 1% of the budget of capital projects is dedicated to public art. 

The University could pool percent-for-public art funds - a mechanism that allows for 
funds that are generated from one project to be expanded or directed to another project 
that offers more promising public art opportunities. Amalgamating the funds provides 
for greater flexibility in selecting optimal locations, and in securing works that are larger 
or more costly, but appropriate for the University’s needs. Pooled funds might originate 
from different projects, and be directed towards a particular initiative endorsed by a 
University Public Art Committee.

York University could also seek out partnerships with the local private sector and 
municipal, provincial and federal government and other agencies. For example, TTC 
has commissioned public art for both the York University and Pioneer Village Subway 
stations on the Keele Campus.
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Reinforce the University’s Sustainability Plan
York University is internationally recognized for its commitment to 
sustainability, and was ranked the ‘greenest university in Canada’ 
by the 2011 UI GreenMetric Ranking of World Universities. The 
President’s Sustainability Council and its Student Sub-Committee 
work to “advance York University’s sustainability initiatives, projects 
and practices” and encourage students, faculty and staff to become 
involved in the implementation of the University’s policies and 
projects. The Master Plan supports and enhances the  Sustainability 
Plan through  the Strategies that focus on, for example,  the natural 
areas, University greens, streetscape, transit use, pedestrian routes 
and cycling,  The President’s Sustainability Council will be engaged 
to advise on potential projects and initiatives to seize opportunities 
to promote environmentally responsible design and programming. 

New buildings in the Academic Core will contribute to intensifying 
the campus. The University supports the creation of buildings that 
accommodate a variety of users and needs. Mixed-use buildings 
contribute to the health and vitality of the campus by creating 
more animated, active spaces where diverse users can interact and 
socialize. Furthermore, mixed-use buildings can be more strategic 
in making best use of available space for classrooms, offices, labs, 
lecture halls as well as food outlets and student services.

The University has adopted a building, renovation and campus 
grounds management strategy that focuses on water efficiency, 
energy conservation, reduction of emissions, material and resource 
selection, green construction practices, indoor environmental 
quality and site re-naturalization. Proposals for new developments 
are examined from the standpoint of maximizing building and 
operational sustainability and carefully examining the viability 
for guidelines including LEED Certification, Energy Star and Green 
Globes.  Both the Kaneff Tower and the Life Sciences Building are 
LEED certified buildings.

Where new buildings are planned close to woodlots, the City of 
Toronto’s Bird Friendly Design Guidelines and Toronto Green Standard 
should be consulted.

The conservation of existing heritage buildings is also a priority for 
the University. York University will take the necessary measures to 
ensure the integrity of identified heritage buildings is protected.

Enhanced transit is an integral part of the Master Plan Update. The 
opening of the York University Subway Station and the Pioneer 
Village Subway Station will drastically change the face of transit 
on campus. The subway will make trips to the Keele Campus easier 
and faster for many coming from Toronto and the surrounding 
regions. York University will work with the City of Toronto, the City 
of Vaughan and various transit providers to enhance connections 
between the campus and surrounding areas. Using transit services 
to access the campus should be easy, efficient and safe. Providing 
sheltered and well-lit bus stops, clear signage and pathways to and 
from the bus stops, and convenient connections between buses 
and other forms of transit are priorities for the University.

The University will continue to be a leader in Transportation 
Demand Management and be a strong supporter of  the Smart 
Commute program. It will continue to support the enhancement 
of a variety of alternative forms of transportation, such as the car 
share program,  to further discourage the use of single-occupancy 
vehicles for commuting, which have considerable adverse effects 
on the environment.

The University will continue to enhance cycling to, from and 
within the campus.  Bicycle lanes, bike racks and lockers will make 
the commute to campus easier for students, faculty and staff. 
Furthermore, the University will explore a bike-sharing program. 
This would provide a fast, safe and easy form of transportation for 
members of the campus community moving between University 
facilities. 

The University will also work to support and enhance the 
pedestrian experience on campus by creating safe, enjoyable 
and logical pedestrian walkways that provide easy and intuitive 
connections between University facilities. 

York University is committed to creating a fully accessible campus 
and future enhancements to mobility will seek to provide universal 
access.

Strategy G9

Mobility

Proposed subway station entrance (top)
Library Lane pedestrian route, York University (bottom)

Built Form

LEED Certified Life Sciences Building, York University
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The value of the natural environment both within the campus and 
in adjacent areas, such as the Black Creek Valley, is recognized. 
Maintaining and enhancing the value of these natural areas 
requires the University to be active environmental stewards. 

York University will work towards enhancing the tree canopy 
across the campus (see Strategy G1). This will not only create 
a more aesthetically appealing campus, but will provide shade 
for pedestrians and will help to cool buildings and open spaces. 
Furthermore, a larger canopy of native trees will enhance wildlife 
habitat and will reinforce a green network across the campus and 
connecting to protected natural areas.  

Landscape design across the campus will also use native, 
non-invasive species to support the health of existing natural 
landscapes. Creating more soft landscapes will allow for greater 
infiltration of rainwater and create more wildlife habitat. 

These initiatives will complement the adjacent campus woodlots. 
However, the University will consider measures required to protect 
and enhance the woodlots within the context of campus-wide 
grounds maintenance. A naturalized buffer around the woodlots 
will be implemented (see Strategy G1). These are valuable natural 
resources that are integral to the health of the watershed and are 
home to many plant and animal species. 

According to the Sustainability Council at York, the urban forest on 
the campus contains approximately 97,000 trees. Collectively these 
trees remove almost 12 metric tonnes of pollutants from the air 
each year and sequester 32 metric tonnes of carbon.

York has already implemented a number of sustainability practices 
in daily operations including decreasing the amount of grass 
cutting in favour of more naturalized green areas, as well as the 
decreased use of pesticides and fertilizers. 

The University has a well developed a district energy system that 
supplies high pressure steam and chilled water to all buildings on 
campus. The current system will continue to service all existing 
and future campus buildings. It  has also implemented an energy 
management program to reduce energy consumption in its 
buildings.  Greening the campus infrastructure also includes 
reducing waste, including water waste. This reduction will 
necessitate a clear communications strategy for students, staff 
and faculty in these efforts – in addition to employing new green 
technologies that can help reduce waste.

The design of stormwater management facilities should be 
guided by Toronto Region Conservation Authority’s Low Impact 
Development Guidelines. 

There will be a gradual transition of surface parking to structure 
parking  to enable intensification of the Academic Core. The 
reduction in the area devoted to surface parking will contribute 
to enhanced air quality and ground water quality. Parking lots 
contribute to the “heat island” effect which results in more CO2

 
emissions due to increased energy demand to cool neighbouring 
buildings. 

Green Infrastructure

Stong Pond
Danby Woods, York University

Natural Environment Key Directions over the Implementation Period of the Master Plan

1. Support the University’s Sustainability Plan. 

Strategy G9

G9 Implementation Priorities

- None identified.
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Key Directions over the Implementation Period of the Master Plan

1. Prepare detailed design guidelines to direct the engineering and landscape 
design of storm water management ponds.

2.     Accommodate the need for new stormwater management ponds when 
considering construction of new buildings or roads.

Stormwater management ponds are located to enable integration within their open 
space context. They should be designed as special landscape features, contributing to  
defining a gateway to the Academic Core and for public access and passive recreation.  
Stormwater management ponds should be designed to:

•	 blend with the natural landscape with  organic shapes and undulating grading to 
replicate natural land forms. 

•	 conceal inlet and outlet structures using a combination of planting, grading and 
natural stone.

•	 use native species and flood tolerant water’s edge plants, including a mix of 
herbaceous and woody vegetation to stabilize banks of ponds and enhance the 
aesthetics of the water feature.

•	 incorporate trails, overlooks and interpretive signage so that they are an integral part 
of the University’s open space system. 

Toronto Region Conservation Authority’s Stormwater Management Pond Planting 
Guidelines should be used for direction on natural plantings.

1. The Pond should continue to play a role as a passive recreation space and 
a	unique	landscape	within	the	open	space	system	of	the	campus.

2. The Pond should serve as a pedestrian amenity and a storm water 
management facility .

3. The ecology of the pond landscape should be naturalized and managed.

4. The landscape should include a hierarchy of ecological areas including 
wetland edges, meadows and savannah (trees in a meadow).

5.	 Tree	and	herbaceous	species	should	be	native	and	reflect	the	ecology	of	
the site.

 
6. The meadows should be mown occasionally to prevent them from 

evolving into thickets.
 
7. Walking paths should be maintained around the upper edges of the 

pond and linked to the broader system of campus walkways.

8. Paths should be constructed of a porous materials and be consistent with 
a naturalized environment, such as stone screenings or wood mulch.

9. Seating should face into the pond landscape with views across it.  Stone 
ledges could also be incorporated into the slope to provide casual 
seating.

Landscape Guidelines for Stormwater Management Ponds

Strategy G10

G10 Implementation Priorities

- None identified.

Stong Pond Rainwater Garden, Vastra Hamnen, Malmo, Sweden demonstrating integration of planting with 
stormwater management

Hinge Park, Olympic Village, Vancouver demonstrating use of natural materials and planting in 
stormwater management 97




